BOROUGH OF DUMONT




      BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY



     MINUTES OF OCTOBER 16, 2007





     PUBLIC MEETING






    7:30 PM

Flag Salute, Silent Prayer
Sunshine Law:  The notice requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey have been satisfied by the inclusion of the date, time and place of the regular meeting in the annual schedule and notice of regular meetings of this Governing Body.  Such annual schedule and notice of regular meetings is posted at Borough Hall, was sent to The Record and The News Leader and filed with the Borough of Dumont on January 4, 2007.

Roll Call:

Council members Abrahamsen, Caspare, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-present

Mayor Matthew McHale-present

Motion to Accept Agenda as presented: Councilman McQuade
Second: Councilwoman Zamechansky

All in favor

Proclamations presented by Mayor McHale and Council President Zamechansky to:       Eagle Scout Colin R. Dailey




Eagle Scout Kyle R. Dailey




Girls’ Softball Champions







            Dumont Volunteer Ambulance Corps-70th Anniversary

Students from Mrs. Banicki’s class from Grant School read essays regarding their thoughts about Dumont Day.
Motion to recess: Councilman Stylianou

Second: Councilman Manna

All in favor.

Motion to call the public meeting back to order: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilwoman Zamechansky

All in favor.

Approval of Minutes:
Motion to approve September 18, 2007 Executive Meeting minutes: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman McQuade

Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Councilman Caspare-abstained

Motion passed.

Motion to approve September 18, 2007 Public Meeting minutes: Councilman Stylianou

Second: Councilman Manna

Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Councilman Caspare-abstained

Motion passed.

Motion to approve September 18, 2007 Closed Session Minutes: Councilman Abrahamsen
Second: Councilman McQuade

Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Councilman Caspare-abstained

Motion passed.

Motion to approve October 2, 2007 Executive Session minutes: Councilman Abrahamsen
Second: Councilwoman Zamechansky

Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Caspare, Manna, Zamechansky-yes

Council members McQuade and Stylianou-abstained

Motion passed.

Motion to approve October 2, 2007 Closed Session Minutes: Councilman McQuade
Second: Councilman Caspare

Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Caspare, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

· Administrator Perkins’ Report
Following discussion at the last Council meeting regarding issues with CSX, Mr. Perkins wrote a letter to them.  They responded that they are looking into the concerns.  Train horns and “quiet zones” are a major issue which needs to be addressed.
On December 13th the Dumont Chamber of Commerce, in conjunction with Fire Company #1, is going to have a “Toys for Tots” Drive.

The Memorial Park project is complete.

Recycling containers are available.  They were bought through Clean Communities Trust.  The Borough paid $9.80 per can and is selling them for $5.00 each.  

The Borough Department heads are to complete employee evaluations by November 1st .

The Borough billed the County $480,000 for work to be done on New Milford Avenue, a county road, which is included in the NJEIT project.
Council Committee Reports
· Councilman Abrahamsen

Buildings & Grounds

Parking spaces at Borough Hall were relined by the DPW and Bill Bowen

A new POW flag was purchased and rehung

The Teen Center and some offices will have carpeting replaced.

A new TV was purchased for the Teen Center.

The administrator is in the process of obtaining bid specs for generators for Borough Hall and the fire houses.

· Councilman Caspare
Recreation

The Dumont Run was a great success and raised $11,300 for Ryan’s Fund.  There were 256 runners, 108 walkers and many volunteers.  Next year they are applying for Grand Prix status.

The Halloween Parade is scheduled for October 27th .

Planning Board
The Master Plan was adopted by the Planning Board.

A subdivision at 120 Oneida Avenue was approved.

Building Department
The number of violations issued was 142.

· Councilman Manna
Library

There was great response to the WIFI service, which the library provided.


There are still openings for the ESL program.


The work on the historic portion of the library is ongoing.  We are waiting to hear from the County about a grant application which was submitted.
DPW

Sixty-four catch basins were cleared.

Street signs were replaced.


Equipment is being serviced in order to be ready for winter.

· Councilman McQuade
Finance

There will be a meeting tomorrow regarding capital projects needed to be done in the Borough.  All departments were requested to submit a five year plan, which will be reviewed all at once.
Board of Health

There was a meeting last night.  There is a new code enforcement officer.


Flu shots were given. The Borough was reimbursed $12,000 from last year by medicare.


The Senior Center has many programs available to Seniors.


There has been discussion about fitness trails and veteran monuments being placed at Memorial Park.

· Councilwoman Zamechansky

Senior Citizens
There was a trip to Pine Grove Dude Ranch, which was attended by nineteen seniors.
The Halloween Party is scheduled for October 31st .

The Holiday Party is scheduled for December 7th at the Colonial Manor.

Flu shots were given to 365 people today.

Fire Department
There were a total of 23 alarms and 737 man hours in September.

Ambulance Corps

There were 94 calls in September.
· Councilman Stylianou

Zoning Board
Four applications were heard at the last meeting.  They approved removal of the Mullane Ford building on Washington Avenue.  A new Walgreens and a bank will be constructed.
An application at 65 W. Madison Avenue was withdrawn.

Shade Tree Commission

They are in the process of drafting an ordinance which would provide for the regulation, planting, removal and protection of Borough trees.  It would also provide for penalties.

Police Department

They received almost 6,000 calls in September.


DARE officer DiGirolamo continues instruction in the schools.

· Mayor McHale

There have been many new and diverse boards created in the past two years:

Environmental Commission which addresses quality of life issues

Shade Tree Commission which is working with the great number of tree issues
Ethics Board, which recently promulgated the Ethics Code for the Borough of Dumont

The Board of Health will be sitting in its full capacity for the first time in many years

There is a complete Rent Leveling Board

The Planning Board adopted the Master Plan

      
An important issue which is being dealt with is the elimination of a crossing guard at Cresskill and Grant Avenue.   Lt. Voorhis was asked to compile a report detailing the decision and process.  The report was provided to approximately 200 concerned residents.  The Mayor is going to ask the Council to add a resolution to the agenda tonight to authorize the Borough engineer to do a traffic study to provide hard data on this issue.   He expressed that the safety of the children is of utmost importance.


Another issue is the intersection of New Milford and Washington Avenue. The intersection fails both federal and state regulations.   St. Mary’s came to the Borough with a plan for senior affordable housing.  The Mayor has been working with the County to encourage them to correct the situation.
Review of Consent Agenda Items:  All items with an asterisk are considered to be non-controversial by the Council and will be approved by one motion.  There may be further discussion prior to the vote upon request of a member of the public or a Council member.  Also, any item may be removed for further discussion or for roll call vote in which case

the item will be removed and considered in its normal sequence as part of the general order of business. 

RESOLUTIONS
#07-274  Treatment Works Application Approval for DEP *

#07-275   Recognition of Eagle Scout Colin R. Dailey *

#07-276   Recognition of Eagle Scout Kyle R. Dailey *

#07-277   Recognition of the Girl’s Softball Champions *

#07-278   Recognition of the Dumont Volunteer Ambulance Corps’ 70th Anniversary *

#07-279  Accept Application of Troy Hilcken to Dumont Fire Patrol *

#07-280  Bills List *

#07-281  Change Order for 2006 Park Improvements Project *

#07-282  Award of Bid for 2007 Road Program *

#07-283  Award Contract for Historic Sites & General Architectural Services *

#07-284  Support of Efforts to Preserve Pascack Valley Hospital’s Presence *

#07-285  Authorize T&M to do Traffic Study at Cresskill and Grant Avenues* 

Motion to remove #07-284 from the Consent Agenda: Councilwoman Zamechansky
Second: Councilman Stylianou

All in favor.

Motion passed.

Motion to amend agenda to reflect the addition of  #07-285 to the consent agenda: Councilman McQuade

Second: Councilman Stylianou

All in favor.

Motion passed.

Motion to adopt Consent Agenda: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilwoman Zamechansky

Motion to open to the public: Councilman Manna

Second: Councilman McQuade

All in favor.

Motion to close to the public: Councilwoman Zamechansky

Second: Councilman McQuade

All in favor.

Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Caspare, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

Motion to adopt Resolution #07-284: Councilman Manna

Second: Councilman Stylianou 

Councilman Manna stated that it is catastrophic that Pascack Valley has declared bankruptcy.  There are many services such as Meals on Wheels and emergency care, which the area relies upon.  Everyone should be proactive and express the need for at least emergency services to be continued.

Motion to open to the public: Councilman Stylianou

Second: Councilman McQuade

All in favor.

Motion to close to the public: Councilman McQuade

Second: Councilman Manna

All in favor.

There was no further discussion from the Council.


Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Caspare, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

ORDINANCES
Second Reading
#07-1349  Bond Ordinance for 2007 Road Project-McKinley, Dixon & Roosevelt

in and by the Borough of Dumont, in the county of Bergen, New Jersey, appropriating $660,000 therefor and authorizing the issuance of $351,500 bonds or notes of the borough to finance part of the cost thereof.  This is for the financing of reconstruction of McKinley, Roosevelt and Dixon Avenues.

Motion to Waive Formal Reading: Councilman McQuade
Second: Councilwoman Zamechansky
All in favor.
There was no discussion from the Council.
Motion to Open to the Public: Councilman McQuade

Second: Councilman Manna

All in favor

Motion to Close to the Public: Councilman Stylianou
Second: Councilman Manna

All in favor

Motion to Adopt on Second Reading: Councilman Stylianou
Second: Councilman Manna

Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Caspare, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

#07-1350  Amend Bond Ordinance #1320 which amended Bond Ordinance #1299

Bond ordinance amending bond ordinance numbered 1299, as amended by bond ordinance numbered 1320, of the Borough of Dumont, in the county of Bergen, New Jersey, finally adopted December 20, 2005, as amended December 5, 2006, in order to amend the description of the project.

Motion to Waive Formal Reading: Councilman McQuade

Second: Councilman Stylianou 
All in favor

There was no discussion from the Council.
Motion to Open to the Public: Councilman McQuade

Second: Councilman Stylianou
All in favor

Motion to Close to the Public: Councilwoman Zamechansky

Second: Councilman McQuade
All in favor

Motion to Adopt on 2nd reading: Councilman Abrahamsen
Second: Councilman Stylianou
Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Caspare, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

First Reading
#07-1351  Add a New Section 84-63.2 Entitled “Wireless Telecommunications Towers and Facilities” to Chapter 84 “Land Use Development and Regulations”

Purpose and Intent
The purpose of this ordinance is to establish guidelines for the siting of wireless telecommunications towers and antennas and ancillary facilities.  The goals of this ordinance are to: (1) protect residential areas and land uses from potential adverse impacts of towers and antennas; (2) encourage the location of towers on Borough owned property where appropriate or in other non-residential areas; (3) minimize the total number of towers throughout the community; (4) strongly encourage the joint use of new and existing tower sites as a primary option rather than construction of additional single-use towers; (5) encourage the use of existing buildings, telecommunication towers, light or utility poles, or water towers as opposed to construction of new telecommunication towers; (6) encourage users of towers and antennas to locate them, to the extent possible, in areas where the adverse impact on the community is minimal; (7) ensure that all telecommunication facilities, including towers, antennas and ancillary facilities are located and designed to minimize the visual impact on the immediate surroundings and throughout the community by encouraging users of towers and antennas to configure them in a way that minimizes the adverse visual impact of the towers and antennas through careful design, siting, landscape screening, and innovative camouflaging techniques; (8) enhance the ability of the providers of telecommunications services to provide such services to the community quickly, effectively, and efficiently; (9) consider the public health and safety of telecommunication towers; and (10) avoid potential damage to adjacent properties from tower failure through engineering and careful siting of tower structures.  In furtherance of these purposes, the Borough of Dumont shall give due consideration to the Borough of Dumont’s master plan, zoning map, existing land uses, and environmentally sensitive areas in approving sites for the location of towers and antennas.

The Mayor explained that this and the other first reading ordinance will be going to the Planning Board for their review.  He encouraged residents to review the ordinance, which will be available in the Borough Clerk’s office.
Motion to waive formal reading: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman McQuade

All in favor.

Councilman Manna inquired about hearings of applications.

Councilman Stylianou asked for confirmation from the Borough Attorney that in the event of appeal the courts will take into account the ordinance which is in place at the time of decision and not the ordinance which was in place at the time it was heard by the Zoning Board.  Mr. Paster confirmed this.
Motion to adopt on first reading: Councilman McQuade

Second: Councilman Stylianou

Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Caspare, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

#07-1352   Change Section 22-7 of Article 3 of Chapter 22 Zoning to be replaced in its   entirety-Floor Area Ratios

This ordinance speaks to the issue of McMansions in the Borough of Dumont.  It was a recommendation by the Planning Board.

Motion to waive formal reading: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman Caspare

All in favor.

There was no discussion from the Council.

Motion to adopt on first reading: Councilman McQuade

Second: Councilwoman Zamechansky
Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Caspare, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

Motion to open to the public: Councilman Stylianou

Second: Councilwoman Zamechansky

All in favor.

1. Sara Reiss of 30 Marion Avenue, a member of the Shade Tree Commission, asked about trees that were cut down at Jack D’Angelo Park. 
2. Tom Massey of 16B American Legion Terrace stated that he would be happy to give some input on the veteran’s monuments.  He thanked the Borough for following up on the railroad issues and replacement of street signs.  He expressed concern about problems arising at the Elks Club.
3. Patrick Conner of 19 Medford Road complimented the Governing Body on Dumont Day but was concerned about the location of the fireworks display and stated that it should not be necessary for the Fire Department to be present all day.  
Mr. Conner complained about the manner in which the Board of Education disseminated information to the residents regarding the recent referendum.  He also asked about the cell tower ordinance.

4. Andrew Hennelly of 99 W. Madison Avenue asked about the progress of the Ethics Board and the ethics code.

5. Jamie O’Neill of 62 Wilkens Drive suggested that the Council ask for input from the parents regarding the issue at Grant School.

Motion to close to the public: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman Caspare

All in favor.

Minutes respectfully submitted by:

Susan Connelly

Acting Borough Clerk
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