BOROUGH OF DUMONT




      BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY



         MINUTES OF JULY 17, 2007





     PUBLIC MEETING






    7:30 PM

Flag Salute, Silent Prayer
Sunshine Law:  The notice requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey have been satisfied by the inclusion of the date, time and place of the regular meeting in the annual schedule and notice of regular meetings of this Governing Body.  Such annual schedule and notice of regular meetings is posted at Borough Hall, was sent to The Record and The News Leader and filed with the Borough of Dumont on January 4, 2007.

Roll Call:

Council members Abrahamsen, Caspare, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-present

Mayor Matthew McHale-present

Motion to accept agenda with the exception of Resolution #07-199, which was pulled from Consent Agenda: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman Manna

All in favor.

Approval of Minutes:

June 19, 2007 Executive meeting-Motion to approve: Councilman Stylianou

Second: Councilman McQuade

Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Caspare, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Councilman Manna-abstained

Motion passed.

June 19, 2007 Public meeting- Motion to approve: Councilwoman Zamechansky

Second: Councilman Abrahamsen

Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Caspare, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

Administrator’s Report
· Mr. Perkins stated that for safety reasons he has requested the DPW to remove the gazebo at Memorial Park.

· The Borough is considering a lightning warning system.
· There is a state grant for $4,000 pertaining to speeding which allows the expenditure of overtime for the police to write tickets.  In order to qualify it must be utilized by the end of July.

· The Parks project is progressing extremely well.  The walking path should be completed by the beginning of August.

· Pershing Street will be paved by the end of this week. 

· There have been recommendations from JIF that we have Dumont crossing guards’ hearing and vision checked.

· Mr. Perkins had a meeting with the Police Department, Building Department and Property Maintenance in order to address the quality of life issues in the Borough.

· We are looking into shared services of a salt barn with Bergenfield which will mean a substantial savings for the Borough.
· He met with DCA representatives who are doing an investigation of the DPW, which was requested when the Borough was under state oversight.  The report should be done within two weeks.  The DCA has already submitted a report on the Police Department and Court and corrective action has been taken.
Council Committee Reports
· Councilman Stylianou
5K Run
There was a meeting last night.  There are sixty sponsorships.  There has been great response from the community.

Shade Tree Commission
They are seeking to address the backlog of resident complaints and need volunteers.  The town has been proactive in removing the stumps on the list.
Zoning Board

There was a meeting of the Zoning Board July 9th.  The board had a hearing for the erection of ten new apartments at 45 Washington Avenue.  There was also a request for the demolition of the building at 65 W. Madison Avenue and replacing it with a mixed use building.  Both applications were continued until the next meeting scheduled for August 13th.
· Councilman Abrahamsen
Police
The Police Department received 5,854 telephone calls in June.  

DARE officer John DiGirolamo graduated four classes from the public schools.
On June 27th Councilman Abrahamsen attended the graduation of the Dumont Citizens Police Academy.

The security patrols continue to patrol the parks.

Chief Venezio received a letter from the Haworth Chief of Police O’Dea commending Sergeant Michael Murphy and Officer Patrick McDermott for their assistance and quick response in locating a perpetrator.

Dr. Montesano, Superintendent of Schools, sent a letter to OEM and copied Chief Venezio, thanking them for providing the district administrators with the Incident Command System I-100 Orientation Training Program.

· Councilman Caspare

Planning Board
The hearing for the Mullane Ford property was cancelled and sent to the Zoning Board.  There was an informal hearing on 120 Oneida subdivision.

Building Department

79 permits were issued to rebuild or remodel; 24 Co’s were issued; 81 violations were issued by property maintenance.

Recreation
Summer Recreation is going great.

Summer concerts and movies have begun.

Girls’ softball has requested a flagpole at Columbia Field, which will be donated by the program.

The Dumont 14 year old baseball team has won the state championship.

The Dumont Run for Fun will be held September 8th.

· Councilwoman Zamechansky

Senior Citizens

Motor Vehicle will be at the Senior Center August 7th to renew licenses-by appointment
There will be an indoor garage sale Saturday.

Ambulance Corps
There were 94 calls in June

They will be celebrating 70 years in July

Volunteers are needed

Fire Department
There were 25 alarms and a total of 627 man hours in June
Dumont Day
They are busy working on Dumont Day which will be held September 8th.  There will be fireworks at night.  Volunteers would be appreciated.
There will be a fundraiser at the July 19th concert for Billy Hicks, a second grader who has cancer. 
· Councilman McQuade

Finance
Our budget is still down at the State.  We should be hearing soon about extraordinary aid and then we will be able to finalize the budget.

· Councilman Manna

Library
On June 20, 2007 the Trustees passed a resolution to proceed with the installation of drainage and repair and replacement of the air conditioners in the Heath wing.  A resolution was also passed to recommend to the Mayor and Council an architectural firm by the name of Heritage Architecture which will create and submit an application to begin the restoration process of the Dixon Homestead Library.  The firm made a presentation this evening.

DPW  
There were 10 sewer jobs in June.
Branch pickup is every Wednesday and must be tied in bundles.  Grass must be in a recycled paper bag or a 32 gallon container.

Shopping Carts around town is becoming an issue again.

The DPW serviced trucks for the Board of Education and the Fire Department.

Mayor’s Report
The Borough of Dumont was released one year ahead of schedule from State Supervision.  The Borough asked the State for assistance in March, 2005 due to $1.2 million in over expenditures.  There were also inconsistencies which required additional time to rectify them.  Dumont was proactive in asking for state oversight, which is unusual.  The Council has worked very diligently to regain the public’s trust.  
Review of Consent Agenda Items:  All items with an asterisk are considered to be non-controversial by the Council and will be approved by one motion.  There may be further

discussion prior to the vote, upon request of a member of the public or a Council member.  Also, any item may be removed for further discussion or for roll call vote in which case the item will be removed and considered in its normal sequence as part of the general order of business. 

RESOLUTIONS
#07-189 Randolph Avenue Block Party-July 28, 2007 *

#07-190 Larch Avenue Block Party-August 25, 2007 *

#07-191 Wolcott Road Block Party-August, 25, 2007 *

#07-192 Accept Resignation of Robert Russenberger from DPW *

#07-193 LOSAP Contributions for Brophy and English *

#07-194 Dumont Day *

#07-195 Dumont Day Fireworks *

#07-196 Accept Resignation of Officer John Barroqueiro, Jr. *

#07-197 Opposition to Commuter Tax * 

#07-198 Knights of Columbus on-premise Cash Raffle-RL-254, ID#109-6-7021 *

#07-199 Bills List - pulled from Consent Agenda

#07-200 Department of Transportation Application *

#07-201 Commerce Bank Signatures *

#07-202 2006 Audit Certification *

#07-203 2007 NJEIT Expenditure Reimbursement-Official Intent *

#07-204 Determination of Form of Sale of Bonds to NJEIT *

#07-205 NJEIT 2007 Agreements Resolution *

#07-206  Petty Cash Fund-Establish Amount and Custodian *

#07-207  2007 Road Program-Authorize T&M to Prepare Plans & Specs *

#07-208  Award of Bid for Brook Street and Grant Avenue Projects *

#07-209  Authorization to Advertise for Bids for NJEIT Sanitary Pump Stations and Area 1 Flood Control Projects *

Motion to accept Consent Agenda: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman Manna

There was no discussion from the Council.

Motion to open to the public on Consent Agenda: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman Manna

All in favor. 

Motion to close to the public: Councilwoman Zamechansky

Second: Councilman Stylianou

All in favor.

There was no further discussion from the Council.

Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Caspare, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

Resolution #07-199

Motion to accept: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman McQuade

There was no discussion from the Council.

Motion to open to the public on Resolution #07-199: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilwoman Zamechansky

All in favor.

Motion close to the public: Councilman McQuade

Second: Councilman Abrahamsen

All in favor.

There was no further discussion.

Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Manna, McQuade, Zamechansky-yes

Council members Caspare and Stylianou abstained.

Motion passed.

Motion to open to the public: Councilman McQuade

Second: Councilman Abrahamsen

All in favor.

1. Ron McMahon of 80 New Milford Avenue requested assistance with a problem with N.J. Transit.  When the tracks were repaired in May the buses were rerouted to New Milford Avenue.  The route did not go back to Madison Avenue.
He also pointed out that AJM Contractors is dumping asphalt on W.Shore Avenue, which is the location they are using as a staging area during the Pershing construction project.

Rats are in the area of the railroad ties.  
There are no flowers planted in the pots on Madison Avenue.

Motion to close to the public: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilwoman Zamechansky

All in favor.

Motion to adjourn: Councilman Stylianou

Second: Councilman Abrahamsen

All in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.

Minutes respectfully submitted by,

Susan Connelly

Acting Borough Clerk
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