 BOROUGH OF DUMONT

BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES
MAY 1, 2007

7:00 PM

Flag Salute; Silent Prayer

SUNSHINE LAW:  The notice requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey have been satisfied by the inclusion of the date, time and place of the regular meeting in the annual schedule and notice of regular meetings of this Governing Body.  Such annual schedule and notice of regular meetings is posted at Borough Hall, was sent to The Record and the News Leader, posted on the Borough website and filed with the Borough of Dumont on January 4, 2007.

ROLL CALL: 

Council members present: Abrahamsen, Manna, McQuade, Zamechansky

Council members absent: Caspare, Stylianou

Mayor McHale present
Motion to accept agenda: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman McQuade

All in favor.
SPECIAL PUBLIC PORTION

Review of Consent Agenda Items:  All items with an asterisk are considered to be non-controversial by the Council and will be approved by one motion.  There may be further discussion prior to the vote upon request of a member of the public or a Council member.  Also, any item may be removed for further discussion or for roll call vote in which case the item will be removed and considered in its normal sequence as part of the general order of business.

RESOLUTIONS

#07-142 St. John’s Council – Knights of Columbus on-premise raffle application 

               RL-249, ID#109-6-7021 to be held on June 16, 2007*

#07-143 St. Mary’s 50/50 on premise raffle application RL-250, ID#109-1-471 to be 

               held June 4th through June 9th, 2007*

#07-144 St. Mary’s Carnival License, application RL251, ID#109-01-471 to be held June 

               4th through June 9th, 2007*

#07-145 Award of Bid for 2006 Parks Improvement Project*

The Mayor explained that the lowest bid was approximately $350,000.  There is $475,000 in reserve for the project which is almost all grant money.
#07-146 Authorization of Agreement for Verizon FiOS Widget *

The Administrator explained that the widget is a system which Verizon is putting into the FiOS program which will allow residents to access information which pertains to local news.  There is no cost to the Borough.  Dumont is the first in the State to offer this service.
Councilman Manna asked who the authorized agent to publish information is.  Mr. Perkins responded that there should be two people with a third who needs to get authorization if needed.  This plan is not yet definite.

Motion to open to the public on consent agenda items: Councilman Manna

Second: Councilman Abrahamsen

All in favor.

Motion to close to the public: Councilwoman Zamechansky

Second: Councilman McQuade

All in favor.

Motion to accept the Consent Agenda: Councilman McQuade

Second: Councilman Manna

Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Manna, McQuade, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

Motion to open to the public: Councilwoman Zamechansky

Second: Councilman Manna

All in favor.

Motion to close to the public: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman Manna

All in favor.

Motion to adjourn and reconvene in Executive Chambers: Councilwoman Zamechansky

Second: Councilman McQuade

All in favor.

Councilwoman President Zamechansky will preside in the Mayor’s absence.

Motion to reconvene: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman Manna

All in favor.

Council Committee Reports

· Councilman McQuade

Finance
Trenton is still reviewing the Borough’s budget
Councilman McQuade attended the Mayor’s Meeting.   The “Defining Moment Foundation”, which is spearheaded by the Mayor of Harrington Park, was explained at the meeting.  It addresses the problem of drinking among young people.  The Foundation will come in to make presentations at the schools.

· Councilman Abrahamsen

Police
Officer Flaherty was injured two weeks ago and will be out four-five months.  
Councilman Abrahamsen commended Chief Venezio for the way he handled the press during the LaPorte family tragedy.

Captain Faulborn has gotten three prices for a new SUV.  The old one will be turned over to the Reserves.

Councilman Abrahamsen asked that the issue of handicapped parking at Columbia Park be addressed.

Councilman Caspare arrived at 7:15 PM

· Councilman Manna

Library

T&M was asked to look at the library parking lot and assess what is needed.

The Library went out for competitive bid for pest control.

The Historic portion of the Library is being assessed and a plan is being put together for long term maintenance and rehabilitation.  

Councilman Manna attended a seminar given by the League of Municipalities which dealt with historic landmarks.
· Mayor’s Report

Councilwoman Zamechansky gave the Mayor’s report:

An advisory board for the Senior Housing project is needed.  The committee should be comprised of ten to fifteen people, which should include seniors, neighbors and community groups.
The DPW Association has requested that the unnamed road leading to the Dumont Swim Club be named in honor of Ralph Drizzini, a long-time Dumont resident and employee of the DPW.  
A resolution supporting the renewal of the Garden State Preservation Trust will be on the next agenda.
· Borough Attorney’s Report

Mr. Paster commended Dominic of T&M for his efforts in negotiating with Smith-Sondy, the contractor who performed work on the Park Avenue project.  He handled the many issues and saved the Borough a lot of money.
The Solid Waste Collection and Disposal three year contracts are completed.  More service will be provided with a savings of $200,000.  Mr. Paster commended the Administrator, the Borough Clerk and the DPW foreman for their assistance.
Mr. Paster researched the question of the Borough indemnifying recreation volunteers from costs of criminal defense fees.  He was unable to find any provision in the statutes permitting a municipality to defray or reimburse such a cost.

All federal claims have been dismissed in the Bland vs. Dumont matter.  

Research regarding compensation of professionals for independent boards was done at the request of the Zoning Board liaison.

Mr. Paster explained that we have filed a third party complaint against Insurance Design Administrators, the Borough’s former insurance administrator, in the lawsuit against the Library and the Borough in connection with medical fees allegedly owed Holy Name Hospital.

Councilman Stylianou arrived at the meeting at 8:10 PM

· Administrator’s Report

Mr. Perkins suggested the Borough go out to bid for a generator.  This would be very important in the event of brownouts, which they are expecting during the summer, emergencies, etc.   He stated that he will be meeting with Bob Brown of Digital Voice who has set up the Emergency Operations Center at the County, at Bergen Regional and some others.  The OEM coordinator and Captain Faulborn will also be at the meeting.   They will be advised as to what is needed to make the Borough Hall conference room compliant to run an EOC.
Mr. Perkins sent a letter to the DCA regarding a feasibility study for a salt shed.
Garbage collection started April 30th.  Because the Dumont Dispatch did not go out on time due to problems with the printer, people were not notified prior.  When this issue was discovered, an automated call was made to all residents notifying them of the changes in pickup.  The Democratic Club paid for this as a public service.

 There was a letter hand-delivered by members of the Fire Department to all houses in Dumont which the Fire Department and Police Department had responded to (172 houses) and which was impacted by the last storm so that those residents know the e-mail address and phone number for FEMA .  There will be an OEM meeting May 11th to review issues in Bergen County.

 CGI Communications is working in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors and has chosen Dumont to possibly make a movie about the advantages of coming to this town as a resident or a business.

 The Fire Department by-laws are finished.  Mr. Perkins requested a letter from the Fire Board stating that all the fire companies have approved them.  He will distribute the by-laws once he receives the letter.  The Borough attorney will check whether the Governing Body needs to adopt an ordinance to approve the by-laws.
 The Recreation department requested a Port-O-Jon be installed at Bedford Field and that the Borough pay for it.  Nobody on the Council had a problem with that.

  There are flooding issues at Berkeley and Cole in the area that goes down to White Beeches Golf Course.  Neighbors have built up their backyards so it is creating pooling.  It was suggested that T&M look at the feasibility of these residences connecting a drainage system into the pipe that is there-at their own expense.

   Units are being built in New Milford (Nelson Commons) and tying into the sewer line in Dumont.  The Planning Board, a couple of years ago, said that they did not have to look at site plans for the project and, in effect, gave them approval.  The present attorney for the Dumont Planning Board feels that that authorization may have expired.  Mr. Perkins spoke to the engineer from New Milford who explained that New Milford would pay their share of the cost but Mr. Perkins is concerned about the process for billing and the collection of monies from the other town.
  The Borough auditor has submitted an application to the Local Finance Board for  consideration by DCA.

   There is $290,000 in Community Development money for road improvements.  Roosevelt, McKinley and Dixon are the roads which have been discussed for several years.  In order to include all three streets in the project $139,000 more is needed.  Mr. Perkins recommended doing all three and capital this additional amount.  
    Gary Coles of Open Space agreed to consolidate the $273,000 grant money which was never used and which would be lost if not used soon, with the $50,000 recently approved by the Freeholder Board into one contract.

    Mr. Carrino corrected many of the issues at 48 E. Quackenbush.

· Engineer’s Report

Mr. Carrino reported that Mr. Ebenhack of the DPW requested the replacement of an undersized sewer inlet at the corner of Pershing and Blanche which keeps flooding.  He will ask for price from AJM, the Pershing Street project contractor.  He will also request a price for repairing the library parking lot.

A resolution is needed to go to bid for relining Grant Street handicap parking spaces and Brook Street parking lot.

· Councilman Stylianou

Shade Tree Commission

The Arbor Day celebration was a success and very well attended.  The Shade Tree Commission was commended.

Zoning Board of Adjustment
Councilman Stylianou met with Chairman McGloin and Vice-Chairman Burkert to review the escrow fee schedules.
Motion to go into closed session to discuss Food Basics issues: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman Stylianou

All in favor.
Motion to go back into public session: Councilman McQuade

Second: Councilman Caspare

All in favor.

The new Employee Performance Review form was discussed.  
Motion to adjourn: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman Caspare

All in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM

Minutes respectfully submitted by:

Susan Connelly

Borough Clerk
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