BOROUGH OF DUMONT




      BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY



       MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 20, 2007





     PUBLIC MEETING






    7:30 PM

Flag Salute led by one of the boy scouts from Troop 64 
Silent Prayer

SUNSHINE LAW:  The notice requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey have been satisfied by the inclusion of the date, time and place of this regular meeting in the annual schedule and notice of regular meetings of the Governing Body.  Such annual schedule and notice of regular meetings is posted at Borough Hall, was mailed to The Record and The News Leader and filed with the Borough of Dumont on January 4, 2007.

Roll Call: Council members: Abrahamsen, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-present

Council member Caspare: absent

Mayor: Matthew McHale-present

Motion to amend agenda to include Approval of Minutes: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilwoman Zamechansky

All in favor.

Motion to approve minutes of January 4, 2007 Sine Die Meeting: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman Stylianou

Roll call vote: Council members: Abrahamsen, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

Motion to approve minutes of January 4, 2007 Reorganization meeting: Councilman McQuade

Second: Councilman Abrahamsen

Roll call vote: Council members: Abrahamsen, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

Motion to approve minutes of January 16, 2007 Executive meeting: Councilwoman Zamechansky

Second: Councilman Stylianou

Roll call vote: Council members: Abrahamsen, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

Motion to approve minutes of January 16, 2007 Public meeting: Councilman McQuade

Second: Councilwoman Zamechansky

Roll call vote: Council members: Abrahamsen, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

Motion to approve minutes of February 6, 2007 Executive Session: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman McQuade

Roll call vote: Council members: Abrahamsen, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

Council Committee Reports
· Councilman Stylianou

Recreation (report given by Councilman Stylianou in Councilman Caspare’s absence)

Certification classes will be given March 27, September 25, and November 27.

Signups for 35+ softball are now being held.

There will be a “Finest vs. Bravest” fundraiser basketball game on Sunday, March 25.

The Easter Egg Hunt will be held March 31st.

Zoning Board
Omnipoint application was heard at the meeting February 13, 2007.  They requested that the Board withhold their decision, however, because they have begun negotiations with the Dumont School Board.

Shade Tree Committee
At a meeting February 15, 2007, Guy Vogt, a former resident of Dumont and an arborist from PSE&G, was a guest speaker.  The next meeting is scheduled for March 17th.
· Councilman Abrahamsen
Police

5,854 telephone calls were received; 68 requests were for medical aid.
The Detective Bureau investigated 89 criminal cases, resulting in 1 criminal arrest, 5 disorderly persons arrests.
D.A.R.E. officer John DiGirollamo continues to instruct the D.A.R.E. Program in the public school system.  Chief Venezio, Officer DiGirollamo, Captains Faulborn and Coughlin and Lt. Conner met twice with members of the Board of Education regarding the new Safe Schools initiative.

Representatives from the Community Policing Unit attended the monthly meeting of the Dumont Chamber of Commerce and continue to issue Dark House notifications and to begin organizing the Citizens Police Academy.

Recycling
Recycling Coordinator Larry Bongard is in the process of putting together a plan for computerized recycling pickup and also an auction to get rid of bicycles, which the Borough has accumulated.
· Councilwoman Zamechansky
Seniors
The Seniors held their “meet and greet”, which was attended by more than 100 seniors and their families.

Last Tuesday was the Valentine’s Day party with more than 150 seniors in attendance.

The St. Patrick’s Day party is scheduled for March 16th.
Ambulance
There were 102 calls, 12 mutual aid calls and 209 man-hours for the month of January.

Fire Department
There were 23 alarms and 651 man-hours for January.  They were on standby February 14th during the ice storm.

Dumont Day
Councilman Stylianou, Dawn Totten and Councilwoman Zamechansky are preparing for Dumont Day.

Televised Meetings

Cablevision met with Mr. Perkins and Councilwoman Zamechansky regarding televising Council meetings.  It would cost a few thousand dollars annually and it was decided that people might be intimidated by the camera and not be able to say what they wish.
· Councilman Manna
Library
The Board of Trustees met last month in order to review the Director’s annual report.

They received new chairs which were damaged so they are awaiting replacements.

The Trustees began discussion to establish an Activity Programs Committee and a trust for direct contributions to the library.

DPW
In the month of January there were 9 sewer jobs, 10 site inspections, trees trimmed and sidewalk slabs repaired outside the library.
Metal pickups need to be scheduled.
Buses and fire trucks were maintained.
Catch basins were cleared to avoid flooding.  They are putting decals on the catch basins for the Clear Water mandate.

· Councilman McQuade
Finance

January 29th the finance committee met with the auditor.  The Borough is way ahead of schedule compared to previous years.  The operating expenses, salary and wages have been completed.  The revenues were plugged into the budget.  The auditor will enter the major expenditures such as health and pension and garbage.  
Councilman McQuade advised that there is a new “No Bid Monday” law in which bids are not to be opened on a Monday or the day following a holiday.

School Board

They would like to start a new program for three and four year old children.  Special needs children would be included.
Shared Services

Haworth has acreage available and they would like to use the land for a tree farm.  Other towns would be able to plant trees and harvest them as needed.
· Administrator’s Report
Riverside Co-op- Haworth has suggested using land they have available in order to establish a tree farm.  The towns that wish to be included would also be responsible for maintaining the farm.

The budget process is going smoothly.

There was a problem at the White Beeches pump station.  DPW did a lot of repair work in order to save the Borough money.
Negotiations are ongoing with the County to have them videotape 2,000 ft. of underground lines on Washington Avenue at no cost to the Borough.

The Borough will be going out to bid to sell vehicles and equipment not being used.

Due to the inclement weather, the Park Equipment can not be installed.  Some parks are finished, though.
Mr. Perkins would like to have centralized purchasing for the Borough.

He is hoping to get the digital message sign donated.

He attended a seminar for NJEIT with regard to grants to alleviate flooding problems prevalent at New Milford Avenue and Catawba.

The Dumont Dispatch will begin soon. There will be no cost to the residents.

Mayor’s Report

Mayor McHale met with the Crossing Guards.
The Mayor met with our professionals regarding the Master Plan.  At the Planning Board meeting he will be outlining a four month strategy to move forward with the final changes and adoption of the Master Plan which will include the “McMansion” issue.
The NJEIT program is moving forward.  He authorized our agents to submit a new appropriations application to our senators and our congress members in order to attempt to secure money for this project.

The Borough engineers have made changes to the plans at Memorial Park which includes a Health Walkway and ancillary drainage.  There will be a meeting with residents to get feedback.

A tenant hotline was recently established in order to streamline the handling of tenants’ complaints.  It is a non-emergency hotline.  

Review of Consent Agenda Items:  All items with an asterisk are considered to be non-controversial by the Council and will be approved by one motion.  There may be further discussion prior to the vote upon request of a member of the public or a Council member.  Also, any item may be removed for further discussion or for roll call vote in which case the item will be removed and considered in its normal sequence as part of the general order of business. 

RESOLUTIONS

#07-70 Dumont High School Music Boosters 50/50 on-premise raffle March 31, 2007; RL#241, ID#109-5-36714 *

#07-71 Read Across America-March 2, 2007 * The Mayor read this resolution into the minutes:
WHEREAS,  the citizens of  the Borough of Dumont stand firmly committed to the promoting of reading as the catalyst for our students’ future academic success, their preparation for America’s jobs of the future, and their ability to compete in a global economy; and

WHEREAS,  the Borough of Dumont  has provided significant leadership in the area of community involvement in the education of our youth, grounded in the principal that educational investment is the key to the community’s well-being and long-term quality of life; and

WHEREAS, NEA’S Read Across America, a national celebration of reading, will be conducted on March 2, 2007, which would have been the 103rd birthday of Theodor Seuss Geisel, better known as Dr. Seuss; and 

WHEREAS, Read Across America-NJ is being conducted statewide by the New Jersey Education Association, in partnership with the New Jersey State League of Municipalities, the New Jersey Library Association, Saturn-UAW, and their local affiliates across the state to promote reading and adult involvement in the education of our community’s students:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Dumont calls on the citizens of Dumont to assure that every child is in a safe place reading together with a caring adult on March 2, 2007;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this body enthusiastically endorses NEA’S Read Across America and Read Across America-NJ, and recommits our community to engage in programs and activities to make America’s children the best readers in the world. 

#07-72  Rescission of Petty Cash Funds for Tax Collector and Municipal Court *

#07-73  White Cane Day-June 2, 2007; rain date June 9, 2007 * Mayor McHale read into the minutes:
WHEREAS, the Dumont Lions Club will join the Lions Clubs of the State of New Jersey in observance of WHITE CANE DAY; and

WHEREAS, funds derived from the WHITE CANE undertaking will be utilized to benefit the sight conservation projects of the DUMONT LIONS CLUB; and

WHEREAS, Lions projects to aid the blind and foster better vision and functioning in 315 of the communities of the State of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, Lions-sponsored programs in the State of New Jersey range from donation of eyes for retina transplants to support research seeking the cause of blindness;

NOW THEREFORE, I, Matthew McHale, Mayor of the Borough of Dumont do hereby proclaim June 2, 2007 (rain date June 9) as WHITE CANE and do further urge all residents of Dumont to participate in observance upon this day.

#07-74  Selzer School PTO off-premise raffle March 3, 2007;RL#246, ID#109-5-37089 *

#07-75  Establish Custodian for the Treasurer’s Petty Cash Fund *

#07-76  George T. Baer, Jr.-Wastewater Collection System Consultant *

#07-77  Corrective Library Trustee Appointments *

#07-78  Health Officer and Sanitarian Services *

#07-79  Authorization to go out to Bid to sell Borough Vehicles and Equipment *

#07-80  Authorization to Advertise for RFP for Document Imaging and Indexing Services *

#07-81  Vantage Health System 50th Anniversary *

#07-82  Gonce Ferati-Crossing Guard *

#07-83  Authorization of Submission to NJEIT of “Loan Application” and “Design Documents” *

#07-84  Bills List *

#07-85  Pershing Street Reconstruction-Authorization to Advertise for Bids *

#07-86  Dumont High School Music Boosters 50/50 on-premise Raffle 

  May 7 & May 9, 2007; RL#242, ID#109-5-36714 *

#07-87  Purchase Digital Message Sign *

#07-88  Board of Health Appointment – Frank Magnotta *

#07-89  Board of Health Appointment – Henry Schaf *

#07-90  Temporary Capital Budget *

#07-91  Ethics Board Appointment-Adriann Greenspan *

#07-92  Accept applications to the Fire Department of Matt Giardiello and Christopher Drobinske *

Resolutions #07-78 and #07-84 had been removed from the Consent Agenda during the Executive meeting.

Motion to move the Consent Agenda: Councilwoman Zamechansky
Second: Councilman Stylianou

All in favor.

Motion to open to the public: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman McQuade

All in favor.

· Patrick Conner of 19 Medford Road was concerned that the Borough would not receive enough compensation when it went out to bid to sell Borough vehicles and equipment.

· Andrew Hennely of 99 W. Madison Avenue had a concern about the location of the digital message sign.
Motion to close to the public: Councilman Manna

Second: Councilman McQuade

Roll call vote on the consent agenda which does not include #78 or #84: Roll call vote: Council members: Abrahamsen, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

Motion to open to the public on #07-84: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman McQuade

All in favor.

Motion to close to the public: Councilman Manna

Second: Councilman Stylianou

All in favor.

There was no further discussion.

Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Manna, McQuade-yes

Stylianou, Zamechansky-abstain

Motion passed.

ORDINANCES

Second Reading

#07-1322 Establishment of a Shade Tree Commission

This ordinance creates a Shade Tree Commission.  It was formulated with the help of the Shade Tree Ad Hoc Committee. It addresses residents’ concerns and allows the Borough to monitor its tree population.  This ordinance does not authorize trespassing on private property.
Motion to waive formal reading: Councilman McQuade

Second: Councilwoman Zamechansky

Councilman Stylianou stated that the Commission will have an aggressive agenda for 2007.  It plans an inventory of trees and their condition.  They will be interacting with the DPW and groups such as boy scouts and girl scouts.

Councilman Manna stated that the DPW is looking forward to working with the Shade Tree Commission.

Motion to open to the public: Councilman Manna

Second: Councilman McQuade

All in favor.

Motion to close to the public: Councilman Manna

Second: Councilwoman Zamechansky

All in favor.

There was no further discussion.

Motion to adopt on second reading: Councilman Stylianou

Second: Councilman Abrahamsen

Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

First Reading
#07-1323 Bond Ordinance for the Reconstruction of Pershing Avenue appropriating the amount of $520,000 

Mayor McHale explained that $200,000 is underwritten by a grant from the Department 

of Transportation.

Motion to waive formal reading: Councilman McQuade
Second: Councilman Stylianou

All in favor.

There was no discussion from the Council.

Motion to adopt on first reading: Councilman McQuade

Second: Councilwoman Zamechansky

Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

#07-1324 Establishment of an Environmental Commission

Motion to waive formal reading: Councilman Stylianou

Second: Councilman Abrahamsen

All in favor.

There was no discussion from the Council.

Motion to adopt on first reading: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman McQuade

Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

#07-1325 Filing Requirements of Local Campaign & Political Party Reports

Mayor McHale stated that for the past 6-9 months Dumont’s political parties have filed reports voluntarily with the Borough Clerk so that residents would have access to these reports.  This ordinance makes it legally required.

Motion to waive formal reading: Councilman Manna

Second: Councilman McQuade

All in favor.

There was no discussion from the Council.

Motion to adopt on first reading: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman Stylianou
Roll call vote: Council members Abrahamsen, Manna, McQuade, Stylianou, Zamechansky-yes

Motion passed.

Motion to open to the public:  Councilman Manna

Second: Councilman Abrahamsen

All in favor.

· Jim Rellinger of 31 Harding Avenue asked to have an article from the Record entered in to the minutes.   He had a concern about the speed of trains through town and the threat of derailment, especially if they contain dangerous chemicals.
· Andrew Hennely of 99 W. Madison Avenue spoke of Patriot Day and his wish to remember 9/11.
· Salvatore Maurice of 25 Druid Street spoke of train derailment and offered the Boy Scouts’ help if the Borough has a simulation of an emergency event.
Motion to close to the public: Councilman Abrahamsen

Second: Councilman Manna

All in favor.

Motion to adjourn: Councilman Manna

Second: Councilman McQuade

All in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 9PM.

Minutes respectfully submitted by:

Susan Connelly

Acting Borough Clerk

